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The FIFTH ISSUE of Swahili Forum will be published in Fall 1998
Contributions for this edition should be sent to us before June 30th, 1998.

Swahili Forum invites you to submit papers on all aspects of Swahili langnage,
culture and society as well as book reviews pertaining to these topics Papers and
reviews will be published in Swahili, English, French and German. All papers
should be accompanied by an abstract, preferably in one of the other languages of
publication.

When submitting your papers please include two copies in print as well as a copy
on computer disc (ASCII on IBM-compatible 3 5" disc). Papers will be sent out

anonymously to external reviewers.

~ We look forward to receiving your contributions.

The editors of Swahili Forum
Rose-Marie Beck, Thomas Geider, Werner Graebner, Ingo Heine
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AFRIKAANS LITERATURE
RECOLLECTION, REDEFINITION,
RESTITUTION

Papers held at the 7th Conference on South African Literature at the
Protestant Academy, Bad Boll
Edited by Robert Kriger and Ethel Kriger

Amsterdam/Atlanta, GA 1996. 336 pp.
(Matatu 15-16)
ISBN: 90-420-0053-8 Bound Hfl. 165,-/US-$ 11050

ISBN: 90-420-0051-1 Paper Hfl. 45,-/Us-$ 30.-

Contents: INTRODUCTION. Robert KRIGER: Afrikaans Literature: Recollection,
Redefinition, Restitution. ARTICLES. Achmat DAVIDS: Laying the Lie of the
“Boer” Language: An Altemative View of the Genesis of Afrikaans. Jean
LOMBARD: The Reorientation and Redevelopment of Afrikaans in Namibia.
Vemon FEBRUARY: The Many Voices of the Land. Hein WILLEMSE: The
Invisible Margins of Afrikaans Literature. Ampie COETZEE: Afrikaans Literature
in the Service of Ethnic Politics? Johan van WYK: Afrikaans Poetry and the
South African Intertext. Philip van der MERWE: What the Canon Saw: Socio-
Political History, Afrikaans Poetry and its “Great Tradition®. Mariene van
NIEKERK: Afrikaner Woman and Her *Prison*: Afrikaner Nationalism and
Literature. Etienne van HEERDEN: Answering the Father's father: Koos
Prinsloo’s “By die skryf van aaniekeninge oor'n reis". Patrick PETERSEN:
COSAW and Publishing for All. MARKETPLACE. Henry CHAKAVA: Publishing
Ngugi: The Challenge, the Risk and the Reward. With an Appendix on Useful
References on Ngugi's Work. Cristine MATZKE: A Preliminary Checklist of East
African Women Writers. CREATIVE WRITING. Louis CHARLES: Friday Night.
Louis CHARLES: The Postman. Madeleine LOYSON: Four Poems. Sidwell
DESAl: The circus site. Nick HARTEL: For the sake of the cause. Andrina
FORBES: Section 29. Mzi MAHOLA: Retum to my birthplace. Peter PLUDDE-
MANN: Homecoming (in F). Peter PLUDDEMANN: One Azania, One Oration.
Andries Walter OLIPHANT: Two lLove Poems and A Self-Portrait. Andries
Walter OLIPHANT: The Splash. A Short Story. Lesego RAMPOLOKENG: Rap 1.
Lesego RAMPOLOKENG: dark light, light dark. Interviews. Reviews,

USA/Canada: Editions Rodopi B.V., 2015 South Park Place, Attanta, GA
30339, Tel. (770) 933-0027, Call toll-free (U S. only} 1-800-225- 3998,
Fax {770} 933-9644, F-mail: F.van der.Zee@rodopi.nl

All Other Countries: Editions Rodopi B.V., Keizersgracht 302-304, 1016 £X

Amsterdam, The Nethertands. Tel. + + 31 (0)20-622-75-07, Fax + + 31
(0)20-638-09-48, F-mail: F.van.der Zee@rodopi.nl




JANE PLASTOW

African Theatre and Politics
The evolution of theatre in Ethiopia,
Tanzania and Zimbabwe
A comparative study

Amsterdam/Atlanta, GA 1996 X1V,286 pp.
{Cross/Cultures 24)
ISBN: 90-420-0042-2 Bound Hfl. 150,-/US-$ 100.-
ISBN: 90-420-0038-4 @ Paper Hfl. 45-/US-$ 30.-

This study, the first book-length treatment of its subject, draws on a large
base of elusive material and on extensive field research. It is the result of
the author’s wide experience of teaching and producing theatre in Africa,
and of her fascination with the ways in which traditional performance
forms have interacted with, or have resisted, non-indigenous modes of
dramatic representation in the process of evolving into the vital theatres of
the present day. A comparative historical study is offered of the three
national cultures of Ethiopia, Tanganyika/Tanzania, and
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe. Not only (scripted) drama is treated, but also theatre
in the sense of the broader range of performance arts such as dance and
song. The development of theatte and drama is seen against the back-
ground of centuries of cultural evoiution and interaction, from pre-colonial
times, through phases of African and European imperialism, to the libera-
tion struggles and newly-won independence of the present. The seminal
relationship between theatre, society and politics is thus a central focus.
Topics covered include: the function in theatre of vernacular and colonial
languages; performance forms under feudal, communalist and socialist
régimes; cultural militancy and political critique; the refationship of theatre
to social élites and to the peasant class; state control (funding and
censorship); racism and “separate development” in the performing arts;
contemporary performance structures (amateur, professional, community
and university theaire). Due attention is paid to prominent dramatists,
theatre groups and theatre directors, and the author offers new insight into
African perceptions of the role of the artist in the theatre, as well as dealing
with the important subject of gender roles (in drama, in performance ritual,
and in theatre practice} The book is illustrated with contemporary
photographs.
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