SWAHILI LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY - NOTES AND NEWS

JAN BLOMMAERT

This is a call for contributions to the next issue of Swahili Language and Society - Notes and
News When the Vienna group around Lourengo Noronha stopped publishing SLS-NN, a
group consisting of Carol Eastman, Elena Bertoncini, Farouk Topan and myself decided that
such a worthwhile publication should continue to exist We published one 'post-Vienna' issue
of SLS-NN in late 1993 In 1994, howevetr, we were unable to produce a follow-up The
reasons for this were twofold On the one hand, we were, as everyone else, overburdened with
other work, and struggling to keep some research going under severe budget strains. On the
other hand, the response to our SLS-NN issue was less than encouraging In 1994, hardly any
material was sent to us despite repeated calls in the pages of SLS-NN, and the amount we
received certainly did not warrant the publication of a new issue

We made it clear fiom the start that taking over SLS-NN was an emergency measure, which
added to existing work and committments in a way which could only be justified by some
response from the SLS-NN users If this response is absent, there is little point in trying to

continue a channel of communication such as SLS-NN

We plan to issue a SLS-NN in early 1996 The condition for this, however, is that by
February 1996, a sufficient amount of material is available to us. This material includes: news,
book notices on recent major publications, lists of recent ot forthcoming publications. All
material can be sent to: Jan Blommaert, IPrA Research-Center, UIA-GER,
Universiteitsplein 1, B-2610 Wilrijk (Belgium)






The THIRD ISSUE of Swahili Forum will be published in Summer 1996.
Contributions for this edition should be sent to us before May 31, 1996.

Swahili Forum invites you to submit papers on all aspects of Swahili language,
culture and society as well as book reviews pertaining to these topics. Papers and
reviews will be published in Swahili, English, French and German. All papers
should be accompanied by an abstract, preferably in one of the other languages of
publication

When submitting your papers please include two copies in print as well as a copy
on computer disc (ASCII on IBM-compatible 3.5" disc). Papers will be sent out
anonymously to external reviewers.

We look forward to receiving your contributions.

The editors of Swahili Forum
Rose-Marie Beck, Thomas Geider, Werner Graebner

——  —— —— —— . _____—__]
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STUDENTS OF AFRICAN STUDIES

are kindly informed that

Dr Tigiti Sengo of P O. Box 35139, Home Telephone 49402, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, is
about to register a private institution by the name of EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
ACADEMY to be established in Morogoro District at a place called Msufini, Mvomero. As a
man of action he would want to put his ideas into practice as an independent educationist and
reseaicher Currenily, under his umbrella, he supervises the following private secondary
schools: (1) Chalinze Secondary School, P O Box 1, Chalinze, Pwani, Tanzania (which has
forms I-III this year) (2) Ramia Secondary School, P O Box 20, Bagamoyo, Tanzania
(which has forms I-HI this year) (3) Chanika Islamic Secondary School, P O Box 261,
Handeni, Tanzania (which has forms I-II this year) And together with university colleagues
under MLIMANI EDUCATION FOUNDATION: (4) Mlimani Secondary School, Kimara,
Private Bag, Umversity Hill, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Streams offered at each school: Arts and Commercial Subjects (Chalinze, Ramia, Chanika,
Mlimani). French, Arabic, Islamic Knowledge and Bible Knowledge ate offered as optional
subjects at Mlimani /slamic Knowledge is offered at Chalinze, Ramia and Chanika Bible
Knowledge lacks teachers at Chalinze and Ramia Science subjects are to be offered to the
other schools on availability of facilities Other world languages are on plan if financial
assistance is made available to pay the teachers All schools are just in the making; they have
no infrastructure etc and are run on a self-help-scheme

German students are kindly invited to give hand to these schools during their long vacations
Expected of them: (1) return tickets, (2) interest and readiness to stay with a family of the
teaching staff of the school for a month or two, (3) Little pocket money, (4) basic medical kit,
(5) to teach one subject, (5) to sit in a Swabhili class The schools will (1) offer a family to stay
with the visitor, (2) give a class to teach a subject of one’s choice, (3) provide the Swahili
linguistic and cultural exposure, (4) pay monthly allowance of TSh 50-60 000/- a month, (5)
help the visitor in his/her research if he/she has a research permit Communication between the
two ends must be very well done so that the visitors do not face any problem on arrival and
during the stay

Dr T SY Sengo pleads for assistance to make these schools in these neglected areas a reality
Anything from a piece of chalk to a typewriter, a brick to a roofing sheet, a building to a
vehicle and voluntary teachers if they are paid by some organizations The Akademia has plans
to establish schools in similar disadvantaged areas in the whole country but slowly and surely
and raise the one at Msufini-Mvomero, P O. Hembeti, Morogoro, (Sengo s own home) to a
college level, where world and African major languages shall be taught and research on African

cultures and folklores, languages, literatures and linguistics conducted

T SY Sengo (Ph D), Senior Research Fellow-
Institute of Kiswahili Research (1973-19967), University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
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