

















Life in Europe
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1. Hsiao got a scholarship from the government which could support his study at
e_'Lejpzig University in October 1912. He came to Leipzig two months later.

He registered and studied in the Department of Philoso-

N e .14,‘ phy at the Leipzig University and took the composition
i L e JioTe and piano courses at the Konigliches Konservatorium
. ¥ \ . . .
N - : der Musik zu Leipzig.
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/ Hsiao Yiu-mei Hsiao’s graduation certificate issued by Hsiao and Song Jun in a
\ in Leipzig in June 1913 the Konigliches Konservatorium der park in Leipzig in July
Musik zu Leipzig on July 30, 1915 1914

Mr. Hsiao submitted his dissertation titled “The
Research on the History of the Chinese Orchestra
| before the Seventeenth Century”. He successfully
fl defended it and received his PhD degree.

The contents of Hsiao’s doctoral thesis
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Manuscripts in Leipzig

The String Quartet “Serenade” was composed in Leipzig in 1916 with the words
“Frdulein Dora von Mollendorff gewidmet von Chopin Hsiao—yiu-mei, Weihnacht,
1916, Op.20” on the cover. It was

considered as the first string

quartet in China.

He composed the Piano Sonata

“Nocturne” with the words “Noc-

turne Op.19, Nov. 1916” on the

cover.

He also composed an Orchestral Works called “Trauermarsch, Op.24” with the
words “Trauermarsch, Op.24, Chopin Hsiao yiu-mei, December 1916 on the cover.
This piece became the first orchestral works in China.
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:"_ ~ . Mr Hsiao founded the Peking University Music Conservatory in 1923. This was the
W \ . J & A 4 5 5 5 g : o
'}; first attempt of establishing a higher music education institution in China. But he
ot failed soon.
£ T ——— Hsiao (third from left in the back &
r row) and Peking University Music
Conservatory Orchestra members in s
A November 1923 Ff;s

Hsiao and his colleagues after the

foundation opening ceremony of _ I* ;

B " the National Music Institution - {
Supported by Mr. Cai Yuanpei, a fellow Leipzig University student, Mr. Hsiao
established “The National Music Institution” in Shanghai in November 1927. It
was the first higher music institution in Chinese modern history.

Nowadays SHCM is a highly internationalized music
institution with the longest history in China, aiming at
running the best music education and reaching the
advanced international level. It is now selected by the
Ministry of Education of China as a member of the
“Double First-Class” initiative. SHCM is one of the i3

higher music institutions with complete disciplines, Hsiao taking a photo with the
especially having three first-level disciplines which graduates for the last time in 1939
makes it the only such institution of music in China. In the last nine decades,
SHCM has cultivated several generations of outstanding composers, music theo-
rists, musicians, and music tutors, who produce many master pieces theoretical
works, and teaching materials that represent Chinese music and influence the
whole world. In recent years, SHCM faculty and students have won 1143 awards in
1067 competitions, many of which are top music competitions worldwide.

Mr. Hsiao Yiu-mei died of tuberculosis at the age of 56 in Shanghai on December
b
0 31, 1940.
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Historical Contribution

Mr. Hsiao Yiu-mei was a music theorist who took what he had learned back to

China. He published several influential music textbooks such as “Harmonics,
“Normal Musicology,” and “Piano Teaching Textbook.”

He was a very hardworking composer and one of the founders composing Chinese
art songs. He wrote more than 100 art songs such as “Query,” “Hearkening, ” and
“Autumn Night.”

He was the composer of the first Chinese
orchestral work “Trauermarsch,” He also
composed famous orchestral work such
as “The New Melody of White Feathers
Garment.”
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- The Collection of Mr. Hsiao’s Manuscripts

h"k

- -in‘r\founded the Shanghai Conservatory of Music Library

aﬁuscrlpts
y, 1S a member of IAML(The International Association of

ary,«"traflnlng held by the Library of Congress. It is also a member of
] M(Repertmre Intern,atlonal des Sources Musicales) which takes part in
; catalogulng work of manuscripts. SHCM Library has uploaded all of
_s_1ao Yiu-mei’s manuscripts data to the RISM Central Office.

{CM lerary has collected 19 Hsiao Yiu-mei’s manuscripts including
' h"orus works, songs, orchestral works, unfinished music pieces and piano
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'\,xw. rks such as the String Quartet “Serenade,” the Two-voice Song “The
Sunny Western Hills after Snow” and “Garden Tour in the Summer,”,the
p‘male Cch,o,rus Works “Farewell to Alma Mater,” the Song “Elegy,”

"" “Boardl g in Lin Chuan on New Year’s Eve,’
d Wlld Goose Passing By.”

and “Feelings When Seeing a
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