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L i f e  i n  E u r o p e

     

 
 

Mr. Hsiao got a scholarship from the government which could support his study at 
the Leipzig University in October 1912. He came to Leipzig two months later.

He registered and studied in the Department of Philoso-
phy at the Leipzig University and  took the composition 
and piano courses at the Königliches Konservatorium 
der Musik zu Leipzig.

Mr. Hsiao submitted his dissertation titled “The 
Research on the History of the Chinese Orchestra 
before the Seventeenth Century”. He successfully 
defended it and received his PhD degree.

The contents of Hsiao’s doctoral thesis

Hsiao Yiu-mei 
in Leipzig in June 1913

Hsiao and Song Jun in a 
park in Leipzig in July 
1914

Hsiao’s graduation certificate issued by 
the Königliches Konservatorium der 
Musik zu Leipzig on  July 30, 1915
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M a n u s c r i p t s  i n  L e i p z i g

The String Quartet “Serenade” was composed in Leipzig in 1916 with the words 
“Fräulein Dora von Mollendorff gewidmet von Chopin Hsiao–yiu-mei, Weihnacht, 
1916, Op.20” on the cover. It was 
considered as the first string 
quartet in China.
He composed the Piano Sonata 
“Nocturne” with the words “Noc-
turne Op.19, Nov. 1916” on the 
cover.

He also composed an Orchestral Works called “Trauermarsch, Op.24” with the 
words “Trauermarsch, Op.24, Chopin Hsiao yiu-mei, December 1916” on the cover. 
This piece became the first orchestral works in China.



萧友梅与中国音乐教育
Chopin Hsiao Yiu-mei and Chinese Music Education

1413

Exhibition

F o u n d i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s i c  I n s t i t u t i o n

     

 
 

Mr. Hsiao founded the Peking University Music Conservatory in 1923. This was the 
first attempt of establishing a higher music education institution in China. But he 
failed soon.

Supported by Mr. Cai Yuanpei, a fellow Leipzig University student, Mr. Hsiao 
established “The National Music Institution” in Shanghai in November 1927. It 
was the first higher music institution in Chinese modern history.

Nowadays SHCM is a highly internationalized music 
institution with the longest history in China, aiming at 
running the best music education and reaching the 
advanced international level. It is now selected by the 
Ministry of Education of China as a member of the 
“Double First-Class” initiative. SHCM is one of the 
higher music institutions with complete disciplines, 
especially having three first-level disciplines which 
makes it the only such institution of music in China. In the last nine decades, 
SHCM has cultivated several generations of outstanding composers, music theo-
rists, musicians, and music tutors, who produce many master pieces theoretical 
works，and teaching materials that represent Chinese music and influence the 
whole world. In recent years, SHCM faculty and students have won 1143 awards in 
1067 competitions, many of which are top music competitions worldwide.

Mr. Hsiao Yiu-mei died of tuberculosis at the age of 56 in Shanghai on December 
31, 1940. 

Hsiao (third from left in the back 
row) and Peking University Music 
Conservatory Orchestra members in 
November 1923

Hsiao and his colleagues after the 
foundation opening ceremony of 

the National Music Institution

Hsiao taking a photo with the 
graduates for the last time in 1939
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H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t r i b u t i o n

He was a very hardworking composer and one of the founders composing  Chinese 
art songs. He wrote more than 100 art songs such as “Query,” “Hearkening，” and 
“Autumn Night.”

He was the composer of the first Chinese 
orchestral work  “Trauermarsch,” He also 
composed famous orchestral work such 
as “The New Melody of White Feathers 
Garment.”

Mr. Hsiao Yiu-mei was a music theorist who took what he had learned back to 
China. He published several influential music textbooks such as “Harmonics，”
“Normal Musicology,” and “Piano Teaching Textbook.”
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T h e  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  M r.  H s i a o ’ s  M a n u s c r i p t s

Mr.  Hs iao  Yiu -me i  founded  the  Shangha i  Conse rva to ry  o f  Mus ic  L ib ra ry  
(SHCM Lib ra ry )  i n  1927  and  se rved  a s  the  dean  o f  t each ing  a ff a i r s  and  the  
l i b ra r i an .  SHCM Lib ra ry  con ta ins  more  than  400 ,000  books  and  i t ems ,  
i nc lud ing  more  than  10 ,000  pages  o f  con tempora ry  and  modern  Ch inese  
compose r s ’ manusc r ip t s .
SHCM Lib ra ry  i s  a  member  o f  IAML(The  In t e rna t iona l  Assoc ia t ion  o f  
Mus ic  L ib ra r i e s ,  Arch ives  and  Documen ta t ion  Cen t re s )  wh ich  r ece ives  the  
l i b ra ry  t r a in ing  he ld  by  the  L ib ra ry  o f  Congres s .  I t  i s  a l so  a  member  o f  
RISM(Réper to i r e  In t e rna t iona l  des  Sources  Mus ica l e s )  wh ich  t akes  pa r t  i n  
t he  ca t a logu ing  work  o f  manusc r ip t s .  SHCM Lib ra ry  has  up loaded  a l l  o f  
Hs iao  Yiu -me i ’s  manusc r ip t s  da t a  to  the  RISM Cen t ra l  Off i ce .
SHCM Lib ra ry  has  co l l ec t ed  19  Hs iao  Yiu -me i ’s  manusc r ip t s  i nc lud ing  
chorus  works ,  songs ,  o rches t r a l  works ,  un f in i shed  mus ic  p i eces  and  p i ano  
works  such  a s  the  S t r ing  Quar t e t  “Se renade , ”  the  Two-vo ice  Song  “The  
Sunny  Wes te rn  Hi l l s  a f t e r  Snow”  and  “Garden  Tour  in  the  Summer, ” , the  
Female  Chorus  Works  “Fa rewe l l  t o  A lma  Mate r, ”  t he  Song  “E legy,”  
“Board ing  in  L in  Chuan  on  New Year ’s  Eve ,”  and  “Fee l ings  When  See ing  a  
Wi ld  Goose  Pass ing  By.”



萧友梅与中国音乐教育
Chopin Hsiao Yiu-mei and Chinese Music Education

     

 
 

1817


