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chen (Metalle* und Metallurgie A. II. § 2).
Interessant dabei ist die explizite Nennung
des Berges Taggata als Herkunftsort des
Kupfers in dem Bauritual KBo. 4, G: 39f.
(m. Dupl., s. Beckman, AOAT 366 [20G0]
86 § 9). Neben Kupfer und den oben (§ 2)
genannten Beutegütern sind in den heth.
Texten gelegentlich noch Textilien aus Ala-
šija belegt: s. dazu de Martino 2008, 25G,
Vigo 20G0. Für ein Kupferderivat als
Augenmedizin importiert aus Alašija vgl.
Puhvel 2004, Vigo 20G0, 298−302.
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Zypresse (cypress).
§ G. Botany. − § 2. Terminology and identifica-
tion. − § 3. Origin. − § 4. Descriptions. −
§ 5. Prices. − § 6. Use.

§ G. Botany. Botanical name Cupressus
sempervirens, family Cupressaceae. Vari-
eties: fo. horizontalis, pyramidalis (the lat-
ter is likely an old cultivar). Native to the
coastal belt of Turkey and the Levant, E
Taurus and N Iran. “In dryer places, the
Mediterranean cypress … forms open
woodlands with maquis undergrowth”
(Gilbert G995, G56). C. are up to 50 m in
height and over 3 m in girth.

Erhard et al. 2002G7, 34G; Townsend et al. G966,
94; Willcox G992, 2. For c. in N Iran s. also
Rowton G967, 268 with n. 46. Illustrations and
photos: BSA 6, G62; Zohary G983, G06.

C. remains have been identified in Ur,
Ziqqurrat of Nabonidus (Kuniholm G992,
98; Moorey/Postgate G992, G97), and in
Hø asanlū (Moorey G994, 36G).

§ 2. Terminology and identif ica-
t ion. Sum. šu-úr-me/mı̀n, Akk. šur-
mēnu, šur↩ı̄nu, “now fairly generally iden-
tified with cypress” (Postgate G992, G84).

The identification is based on etymology, s. CAD
Š/3, 353: Arab. šarbı̄n, Aram. šurbı̄nā, šarwaynā,
Old Pers. tßarmi, sarw, considered as loans from
Akk.

In Ebla: gišŠU.ME = ša-mi-nu, šè-rı́-mi-
nu VE 379 (MEE 4 p. 242).

M. Krebernik, ZA 73 (G983) G5; M. Civil, ARES
4 (2008) G03 ad l. 2G7.

In the Nippur list of trees (Veldhuis
G997, G5G−G67), šu- úr-mı̀n in l. 53 fol-
lows eren “cedar” and precedes za-ba-
lum “juniper”; both trees are elsewhere as-
sociated with c.

CAD Š/3, 349 šurmēnu lex. section; Išme-Dagan
A + V 270, s. ETCSL 2.5.4.G. BPOA G, G064 be-
tween cedar and juniper; MVN 4, 6G: 4; MVN G5,
G27: 3; Nisaba 26, 33: 3 after cedar and juniper. The
spellings ŠU.ME.EREN, EREN.ŠU.ME and ŠU.ER--
EN.ME (ePSD) also show that c. and cedar were
seen as related trees.

Since šurmēnu is equated with the rarer
word h̊ašūru in CT 37, 27: G7, the latter
also has been identified with c. (AHw. G,
335 s. v. h̊ašūrum, h̊ašurru “eine Zypres-
senart”). Rowton G967, 268 thinks that h̊a-
šūru/h̊a. šur is the genuine older word,
later replaced by šurmēnu, considered by
him as a loan. The identification remains,
however, uncertain.

CAD H̊ G47 s. v. h̊ašūru, “a kind of cedar”. The
use of h̊ašūru is similar to šurmēnu: timber, aro-
matic. There is a H̊ašūr mountain, identified by
Rowton G967, 268 with E Taurus. This is, however,
a region in which the c. does not grow − an argu-
ment against the identification of the tree with c.

§ 3. Origin. C. do not naturally grow
in Mesopotamia. Therefore, they had to be
imported. Ass. royal inscriptions, lex. and
lit. texts of the Gst mill. mention Amanos*,
Lebanon (Libanon*, esp. § 3.G) and Sirara*
(I) as sources of c., alongside other conifers,
especially cedar (Zeder* A). These top-
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onyms refer to the mountains of (Anti-)
Lebanon, N Syria and S-E Turkey.

CAD Š/3, 349f. s. v. a G�; Postgate G992, G84.

In ARM G, 7 Qatøna* in N Syria is men-
tioned in connection with an import of c.
(Kupper G992, G67). Mount Arandu, the
“cypress mountain”, prob. refers to the Ar-
antu “Orontes*” (Rowton G967, 270).

The “upper land” as source of c. in Gu-
dea Cyl. A xii 5 refers to the West in gene-
ral. Logs of c. are joined to form a raft (Gu-
dea Cyl. A xv 29) and transported on the
Euphrates to Mesopotamia. The expression
“cedar mountain and the boxwood moun-
tain” in an inscription of Yah̊dun-Lı̂m
(Kupper G992, G67; Postgate G992, G89;
CAD Š/3, 349 s. v. a G�) also refers to the
West.

Ass. kings cultivated c. in royal parks
(Paradies*; CAD Š/3, 350 s. v. a 2�). Sap-
lings (ziqpu) of cedar and c. were acquired
in Nēmed-Ištar* (SAA G, 227: 7−9).

§ 4. Descriptions. The c. has “leaves”
(h̊ash̊astu, PA; CAD Š/3, 350 s. v. a 3�). In
Akk. texts c. are described as damqu
“good”, ša irı̄ssun tøābu “whose scent is
sweet” (refs. in CAD Š/3, 350).

§ 5. Prices. In Ur III prices are fre-
quently mentioned, e. g.: G mina of c. costs
G/6 shekel of silver (BPOA 6, 200: 3f.);
5 talents of c. cost G4 shekel silver (BPOA 6,
G243: 5f.). Old Bab. period: G86 kg of c.
cost G48.7 g of silver (UET 5, 665: 3; Van
De Mieroop G992, G60). Late Bab.: GG mi-
nas of c. cost G shekel of silver (Jursa 2009,
G70).

§ 6. Use.

§ 6.G. Wood for building purposes and
for objects. The c. wood imported by the
Neo-Ass. kings was used for doors, roof-
beams, columns and panels in palaces.

Postgate G992, G84; G89; CAD Š/3, 350f. s. v. b2�.

Late Bab.: used by the naggāru “carpen-
ter”, Jursa 2009, G65.

Writing board: KAR G5G r. 68, s. CAD
Š/3, 35G s. v. b3�.

§ 6.2. As aromatic. C. used as aromatic
(gišš im, e. g. MVN 6, G23: G; riqqū,
CAD Š/3, 35G s. v. cG�) is measured
by weight (cf. Zeder* A. § 8.2).

In Mari: Kupper G992, G67. LB: Jursa 2009, G65;
CAD Š/3, 35Gf. s. v. c. Frequently in Ur III, e. g.,
4 minas of c. (BPOA G, G064: 2); G0 5/6 minas
(MVN 4, 6G: 4); G0 minas (MVN 6, G23: 3); G8
minas (MVN G5, G27: 3); G5 talents (NATN 355:
3). In cookery: YOS GG, 25: G0 (J. Bottéro, Mes-
Civ. 6, 35).

It may be burnt as incense (CAD Š/3,
35Gf. s. v. c3�) or used for perfuming oil
(§ 6.3), the latter in the form of a powder
(KU =(?) sı̄ktu, s. CAD S 260a).

CAD Š/3, 353 s. v. e; s. a. h̊ašālu “to crush” CAD
Š/3, 35G s. v. c2�).

§ 6.3. Cypress oil (šaman šurmēni) is oil
perfumed with c. (Parfüm(rezepte)*). It is
used for anointing, in rituals and in medi-
cine.

CAD Š/3, 352f. s. v. d. MVN G, 64: G mentions
ı̀ -dùg-ga “sweet oil”, perfumed by cedar (l. 2), ju-
niper (l. 3) and c. (l. 4). In Mari: J. Joannès, MARI 7
(G993) 268f.

§ 6.4. Cypress resin (?) is not mentioned
explicitly in any texts. However, c. excep-
tionally measured by volume in AMT 55,
G: GG (CAD Š/3, 352 s. v. c 4�), by analogy
with cedar (Zeder* A. § 8.2), probably re-
fers to c. resin.
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