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Qil1ental IDaUwte .
OD1y..a1V or Chicage
Cb1cap 37, Il11Ilo18
Fitbru.ar1 15,19$6

A~:t=:r;=&_,I1"8te4\
Uppaala, Svec1eD

Dear 8u.
- .

, .By .le\ter .t Deo..ber.3 ·19SS, pu _ ..r~"
.. by entrwlUDc IM wl\h b tuDoUOD .t ...o1;{ adY1aer in .....~
a1ng the werk in AaSJrlolol)"1 .t tvo ot t.he appl1cUlw -tor \.~

~ .i SeII1t10 1aDgu.apa, naael1 Docents Altre. OllslaD Haldar and Guav
Fr1t-h1ot R'DDdgren. aerev1t.h I tult1ll th18 b1gb1T reapoD81ble ...1gn-
..t... I ,1#t. .q 1A adYance,. hO,,".er, t.ba.t. I c.__. t, QompleteJ., eepa-
rate rq j Dt·,'er \h1. part.1c\llar u)Met ot tu.. oandida'- trell
\bat .tt~'~t18I1d aehelanhip ... Who1•• MT jlldpeDt 1.
bued, u to Mr. ~ar, on tour boote, ~hr•• art1cles (... ot th••
UJIPllb118hed and aeveraeaa.t to be pU11.IIed), and thre8 ren_J aa
to 1r.1ttrAdgren, on one bOGt, .. pv.b11ehed··&rt1clee, and 1;hr.~ UD"
publ!ahed artlcl.. wbich are, bow8Yer, obY1..~ lDteadedto be pub-
li.li.d. '.

I .de not he8Ui&__ teU 70U that. Mr. Rund­
gren 18 'b7 tar aare g1t\ed.\baD Mr. ~, althoqh b18 doaaia ....
t. be 1iJI1ted by COJIPar18oa v1th the broa4 tl.lcl co-.ndec1 bT !Ir.
Haldar,aDCl. althoqb b18.. talent. all 10 in ODe d1reoUoD., thtI 8 • ..called
Sprachv:l chaft. U \0. !Ir. Ittmdgren'. ·work in ua)'l'1oloV I
-.ld 11II1t u to .ne .eJ1~.t·h. 18. DO ~88)'1'1olog1.t. and 40a.
notcla1a·w " an A.8)'rl.1~aut. The lat1i'r tact 11••• h1a a ..ral
npe.r1onv ..er h18 c t1_.who cla1Jll to be anA••7I'101ogiat
aad 18 not.. !Ir. IlllDdgrea tbe· Akkad1Ul laDauai. aaD7~ 18
bis booJts anel ~c~. ~b1at he'~ heY...Yer \mgr........ Gecl

- cl14 ..,.. tbe wtlra.. Ae hall DO ·int.1ate. Pufirledae er th18 luapag.
Vhat.e•••er, u b. .hoved ••pec1~ in' bi. treataefl\-ot the ..Akkad1aa.
\-tobl. Perhap8 bis acqtaa1l&taDce v:lt,h. the Eth1po10 dialecu 1. a
11ttl. better. '

It.18 th8 claiJI ot t.he SpraChv18SeD8cbatt to
... öseovertu, v1tho11.t zteall7 lIDdera\aDd1DI.. 8D7 laDguage, b7 the
8o-e111ed cOIIP&raU.,.. 1I.thOd. th. cml1 fora .t tldftlc1 GI .t vh1ch Mr.
R'aDdgren d1.po.... Tbe comctlO1l t.hat lt 18 wmeC".aJ7 to lIDder-
.e\aad a '1aDguage 1ft order to lI8k•.ao~.ODII ot th1I kiDcl 18 008lll0D
t.o allSprachv18s_chattlw. Mt. B-.ndgrtm18 V8ryOptiat.t10jp0u.",
thepr08ptct$ otth••• ·C.~;~NI. vh1ch h. ball.. b7 preferec... .
the .tr.rent d1alectll.,.t E~10 ~ththe lnclu1cm al8. ot what. iM
terme4 the 'B8Id:-to-cu.h1t1c (Atrican) lroUp•.. I .. utr-lT 'do\I.bttul
ot the prollQec\aJ. ot d1sc~y-1rC UJT trut.h in tb18 ,wq. u a ..tter ot
fact. 'the oOllcepti_· Ur-.8JI1\1ach 8I1deT8D Ur...eII1to-b8ll1ti8ch Are
.817 •••, ~d reJl81n 11l-det1aed aacl UD1DYe.tigatecl 1;0 t.h1a da7.



:' Tb. atoa1a1Rg or a language b7 18olat1Dg
,_ ••-<all84 Cleict1c ele.ente 1Jb1ch jump tro. nowut~ yerba, fro.

r pretixea to 'auttixes» 18 1Il .,. ey.. a b7-pused Stag. ot 11Dpist1C8.
J Alth.\lIb., Mt,. ,Rundgren quo\ea Trube_koy twie. in h1a book, be 1•
• tiU cUtp1ete17 add1cted to t.he old Sprachv1a.eD8chaft vb1ch haa 11.
conoeptioD ot atructure or G••tal,. and ua•• a ,~Utp17 add1t,l.e aethoc1
to reconstruet older .~••t ota ~~.···1Da.pv~17hJpethetlloal
'11&7- Tb. proto,t1P•• ,ot·Mr. ·I,....n" Are Bauer" :aro6ke1Jla.Dn. Cbliat1an,
and h1s teahher Nyberg.. Bat tor theUtter _, being philologie.,
the conatruvtive SpraQbw1a._~....IÜ7. aore" or lees.! a hobby',
vbereu Mr. Rundlren me&IUJ t..,h.e tounded .' nn t1.1d .t\ruth-e1ewct-

~~-~u~ :~
'~'",~,an, ~ thela.,·, oY*reepb1-_1cated .• ana1Ol1.. aad hJpot.he••·'" vh1ch
bis gt...tlCal ~ o''''19p.o~.~1.oD8.$1"0 bUecL.

, At t,bfi ...."t.he. d••\ro7I in bis boot the
.Y817:,l-B·••"OD. wb1ch·all~~,.t1ciat-l~qr.'e"n...lt,., ~e _q_kOR ot

._: JI.\'1:'.~:atra;fixY.:r~=.: the
littft .ut~.·.f.tl4~t~. Ptt.la:r~ ~.getl~all7'" age,~~ed der1.,.t1cm otA1ckad1Rr:re· trOa .,.' .ä. '. f4a botb !!!!!ad Ud tho Akkad1aa *

, aat1Y~' ..' ..~t~' ar. ~+- er "1Dri..-m-'sChe BnW1oklllDl" t
vh11..._-ra a. cOa1polm4 .t 'vo~·:.r t,btIIe * aas1l1lecl de1ct1c el"8Dte. a.g... .0 tar .. to .plit .yen ac\~c SM (1UUIe) -Üte 'wo delc\10 tlA!aents,
~Ur.J7 19nor1nC the, taci ..t. S",~an. wbich bas • • .....- ••
oorreaponding ~ Akkad1aD,.U...".~qtJ.1 co~t.r~dio~ b1.·.··.audaoloWl
·~~log1e8. ,.'. ~: I t. .,. '.. •

I can ~lcler .aUth1s o~ .. agam. vithout
r.,.ilat1on .1n r.~t7,:irh1ch'do••. Atthap bllt, la net.tak8ll aen...q-
bT U\Tone. Tbe Cleri.,..\l.D.,.t Akk&dlan .sUJllaa· fR. ,a Ipuri_ Akkad1an .

'demODS.ati.o element .11+,.. \hoqb aa'lailce~ tlrit b7 a ser1.. aohol&l"
11k. Spes.aeJ', ;r;oaamotratta~ ~: the '.Jlple8juat qu.... In
~.. c..o. ~'*1~~.!Ir.$clar' d8#~.b: Kr. R\\11dcNB,
hall .bit ••~ ,tl\e ~\b,. J18••1I~' tJ1e .••U_ -t Akkad1an 81l11li& ä\h Upr1tlc
".llebhv~.•t4.,. Vi,,", ~'tbe poeat'~nti .a ~o wonder-m --tel ii'I'U~ot.Hr!l~,:tcaa.•aq P~\f_the .,~_ vho
WiU 1.am !raa bi. no·.on tban tbe wsual bJpOtbea" about ihe 8o-ealled
ta.woh1.berEd and DeCk-breaking etyaolögiea. '.

Alte Mr. Halw, .I;~,baye alreaq charged h1Il
..•~\b .•pr.ten41iJl .r. th8ft ..laa. I'epr..-_ta bI' C~l1Dg JdJuelt ...aan1o­
··~.t~, .~bere. &1'. tbree.· c~trib1ltiou. t.. P'1b1!abed ancl .. lIBP'lb-

lish8cl, ~ .~ch Mr. Haldar huce.nd.~ted. tJ1JI8olt in our t1el4. . ODo 18
\l1."e41ti,oD,~tan 014 Bab7lcm1l\1,l letter (B1bl1otbeca OrieDtal18 1 14) J
""... cl1.c~ the.. aocdmpaqt1Qg·. photo~apb 01. ma i~ Li. n t. 0&87 to
••c.,.,......re tban' &.deseD,e1eluntal7 ,at".ad1DP~lIi.trpela~:lcms.

<:~,".cond18. Ußp11b11ahM,trea_nt·,.r.~'" er tM eaai..t 014 Baby--
:J.intan letten .~ con~~w.aTa11ab1aJ bt 11. &I\Y perle41cal

·would publ1sh't1d.e -; X.1RNld<Det.~.c.p'·.lt e en_a Hallter t • tbe.i.
bec~e-otv.a.count.e4.l__~JÜ~... Tb. ~·1a a translation
ot~an Eptc ot Cre'ation ilite Swed1.h~ 1ier. Mr. Baldar claial
tbat:, 18 thr•• c"••, he adYanced there.dtnca. cellat10na 111. the

* 4 •He 8Vaft teaeh.. Po.bel Suaerian 1D order ~ g.t rid. ot Akkadian 118.



0" "

Bfttteh Mu••.'re~ _tab11sheci bT .\\Oh lt ce))11sts aa
Del1tz.eh anci I.v. 11". Itv. eheok the•• pus lt 18 .v1ci..t
t,hat, in the cu. ot I 36, DeUt._eb'. r.~ (.•l-11..ti(.....]J cf•

. [el-l1'.-ti)_ 1a KAR 3171:k)18 1;0 be preten-ed tel Haldar'a (.1l1ta8la,
.~.. Oft BM 4SS28l,·i·vbile,,·1Il.the cue ot Iy U aDd 30. Baldar'.,')
l1ad1np,., tbeqb, ~.D1.",~are paYed.1JIpo••1b1. bTthellewS1I1"'1''' dtapl1cat,..~

.•• IlIldar" aevttr. was v~cl in A••JrlololJ,
'.t,herv1..he would haY. 1eanaM ·\b1alaftpq. MPP:Lte an 1ta d:Ltf1~
ovltie.. Bltt the bad th1Jll18 Be" thate h.......t the1aJl&gge bat,
'\bat h. 'pr_teIlda to kDcnr·it~t. ther." he threat._ th,·.-.1 bu18
.1 a lIJIiv8n1\y. He- 0811 h.... Akkaclt..,'Ia h1. tirs' Ye1­
(AII.Hiati.. .t ClIlt.-='t!"t' P•.y)he tbaDke. Prot....._.... cleJap'••
t.. 'eachfii hlii-ibls ". ag_, bat I .GIlder welle•• 1a~t.er'. 0011-

p.teIle.? Tb.. he 8p8DtaOll8 1dJaev1tb !Ir. G..t,s.'1.Q Tal. <... bl•
•S_ Old BabTloDia Let_na). but tbe trdt,.t b18 vo'* there we
Mve alreacl7 ......ed 'abaY.,.~ Yet" aelt__1It1cleDcel•••• tar
\bat he dar.. to onti..... AkkU.1uaa--r ot w. voa s.chm, .a JII8D
• 'Pellt deoades .t the··..' pen.-.t1nga'lMtT bet.re hep\lbliahed
\bt.,<beok.. 1\ 1. tra.~ Mr. Haldar,trom bis v.,. l11Itted kafnrledge

'.1 01d BabyloD1aJl lett...·····••t.r1~\ed tve addi\101U1 W ..S~ ..
18 .\oe cOBel.. W p iD1;e an utiUl. Dut 18. cr1tic1s1M h1a he c ...
_t,tecl the ...t 1acrectLlile,·bl1lll4el'll•••peo1a1J.T. wh.. he ·tri•• \e '-ach
WD Sod,n \hat tab .. 1. a ••00_ per.ooa1DPJ.ar preteri\e tr..'''.-1. \Stud1aea,. p.• 128),......... 1\. 18·1a tact a ••coad persen
pur' • 84 -_'..., ·delll»\ by :he .'her..:verbs 1a 1ih1. letter,
aad \her.tore ol.~1T a pertec\ tr.al!S-. Hev 0"','.&117- t.el ••
••U-eoat1dea\. be1Dl ••••ak1.

. ,:ht 1;h••• \hr•• ·OO8tnbll:t.i•• JIIld•••• Hal­
dar '- .ur f1.14 Are lI1aor 1a cOllPar1aon w1th tbe JI&DT ecca81_ e•

. wb1xb he hu .... Akka41. '(er oOIlPar1••na. Her. he "l1..to~,aa
dicl-Mr. alU)dp~ f_,~sr~••• ,.octad"cl1ateraa~l.n.aacl1a \b1.
~.ot trbe ...~ ..••chelan. '.~ ~ha _..a.J... eecl la .vba.. ~.' t1t1 .. tb• .,.•.
Whether it be .. lltter8Dq••tBesttld'e . t1DI.treJa·,. "\1es, a vans--
lat,len et Wit.ze! 01' LaniMD, 0" the n t preduct.a -t tu ..~oal
acbolarship .t a VOll S.deD er a 'alk te1D~ al1 18 OR the 8_ 1...1.
Qa..tat4en 1. tb. mtia 1D8VuleDt, and 1t. .18 wseclin \be _t arb1trU7
vay. W. can oDl7 itat. \batMr. Halclar addI _his quot.&tieab1e e1ID
~.18 .t a problem, and 18 1a th1. reapect auper1er to .J4&t. a.....,
vbe•• approach in these e~.. 1. pu.relT -b1.\Orical·. Tbat le, t.he
latte!- quot•• the ...t d1Y8He authori".., 811 \he war troll H1tul to
YeD Soden, a:ad litte bi8 q..tatt_ .11\ ettbU-r ~ cora\ext8.

.... .. III bis ... va:r, bn.ver, Mr. • ... 11 qld.te
u' .1d-fubiened u Mr. 'R\1Ildgrea aad bis Sprach'W1a8..chAft•. Aa th•

.la\ter·. vap.. reccmstruot1erus take .. ace.unt ot mec:lerD l1ap18t1ca,
•• th. tare..•• cOIlceptioDS .t h1stel7, ..pec1al.l7 b1stel7et culture,
Are hopel•••1T eutd.a\ed. Tb. old paa-B........ • t Z1....., regaNed
.. clead and super••ded bT atructural analp..8Ild. thedeot.ri.De ot Eilen..
b4igr1Ctl1chke1t, 18 still qll1te al1ye 1ft tbe 8cboolt".,,)d.oh,Mr•.. lIalciar
adhere.. Comparison to b1Ja -- -bn1DI net tu ~.~J_•.~""
-",;;.aytb8a1Jl11ar1t188 betweell .. t,he Seait..Z TIIIIMIt.r·.~.1e;,·~;th.

concept .r .... (in SUMrian) ~.d~.• u .. (iIl.Akkadiq) 1_ 0r .t the ",at
perplex1Jlg ud .elg~ttl1~jTW.ol7. In b1a On tha vaJJ.
paihting !roll ••• PJar1 , MI'. Baldar aakea DO .ftort to stllCV the reapect1.e



aeaan\1c rang.. 01 t,b... \erma" tb.ir IPltual ditterence.,. or tbelr
pbeaoaeaolGIY.and h. centrib.tea n-.:t,hiag new 1;0 their phUolegioal

'.11lc1dat1ea. .lD4, at.range \88117, h. Jlllke. Sell1t,~ GUt of the S...n­
ana: TM cratt er hepa••HP' .r exat1apj,q '!aU-ac~ordiDg • Mzt.

. Haldar 1nto the aphereet\_ ;......, .the Akkad1aa ~baJtÜ 1. a pn••,
beleaging w & temple cellll1U11\y (,l,soc1&t.iBat ot c~Eihet.8 -,.
t1}.e _clent 88J11te., ch.l). Tbe .1&\ ..cbiiid18e 18 --;\ lOi"t~
öRoe ..re \i iIälC• • t tbe Sea1te. a oultural lUl1t7, 'and to ped.c. to a

. CO_li deD.01l1nator ,th•.thewlanda 01 yeers .•14 Suaerian C\1ltIure 1I1tb
the d•••rt spirit or·.:the Araba and th. ctr111Dal religion et 181'.81.
It, 1- \ra8, Kr. Haldar beleage.1;o a acb..l an4 1••t the 01Ü7 eile
wbe1ladulge. in cOllPAr1a.eDIJ ot t.bls ._k1R4. Bat, be ~., :least aheuld
haT. avo1ded the telJ.Ptatlea • ... 1I1cie17 diachronie m.aterial ter ee..
\ab118b1Dg a pein,•. Inat.ead.be hu fal181l 8quareq ~to t.b18 trap
thn~.t td:s "erks. m-u1na P1*-6U'P1dc lexiCäl 11a. (1b1'l;.
p.4S), a cluset texte wh1ch.1a pri.r 't,ct .and .tter.~ d1tterent ~
the ..1n .tradit1.n ,ot S"~"kad1.I.elarehip, aDd ,bU up t. _
d.t1ecl all·att-.taat. pea••a\1t1D.,-tegether vith \be ..re thaa tve
tbouaand -years 7•...,.1' .~~ "'IN. NineY8h.

. .
" " . X/at ......~;••n:y 11.0", :to,,:be ab1. M' give

1ft:I-••le-hfI8.r'Wd "60111Indat4eate .1t.he.. ...t'~· the'••.:.caDd1c1atea. T•
.... \1P,~. ll-dgHn,~.. ",:'bdll1aztt" butt lIDd1ac1p~~ II1ad, 1so1ated
trOll t~. latetlt".dev..l.~_te1a.'11Jap1.t10.;' Mr-.,Haldar bu a profo1lDd
lm."lsCip.t .'econ4~ ..urc....d,aTery·sooct.metbctd1cal approach,
b1it he diatena t4dU"~b7 bi8 dtIv.~te'h.~~an\1<l ted
paa-BabyloD1stlc .._4· Fraser1f1D.chMla-.·Mr~aaldai' 18 n.et. nb7 \e
..ece1.ye this c~ 111 a 1IIl1versit:yv1th • _lei wadit1.. .t 8c1ent1t1c
••J.141., butt~ onthe c·etDd1t1en that he' abaoluteJ,y r8nouaoe b18
claiLa te be an A8.yr1eleg1at. Ot.hend... 1'0. weulcl be appeia\ing a
qll&Ok pretendiDg to be a d8oter.

W1:t.h tha\ Ibav.. aarrie40llt 701Jr 0.....1.11
to thebeat·.r .,kaovledge _cl 0_01.-oe.-· 11 any ~l\lrth8r qlleaU...
aheuld art••, I·.. reacl7 t,o·...ver th.. b .7eier te help _t.h yeur
Universi'7 ~ aad. Jrj d18c1pliAe.· "

VUT faitht\t1.l7 7CftD'8,


